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In a notice on p. 144 will be found a statement 


of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelli- 


gence Branch of the Board of Trade. 
The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 


Street to 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 
The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 
Hastcheap, E.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 


Street, E.C. 


At the latter address (73, Basinghall Street) : 
A Representative for India attends daily. 
A Representative for the Dominion of Canada will 


attend by appointment. 
A Representative for Queensland attends daily from 


10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE: 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of— | 
Steel Rails. Steel bull-headed rails 
as per specification to be seen at the Company’s 
Offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. 

Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary, marked ‘“‘Tender for 
Rails,” not later than 12 noon, on Wednesday, the 27th July. 

The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to 
decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of 11. 1s. is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 
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BRITISH INDlA—continued. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company are 
prepared to receive tenders for the supply of 
Railway Stores. ‘the following stores, namely :— 

Steel and iron work for footbridges, glasses. 
for signals, carbolic acid powder, signal wire posts and pulleys, 
wood handles, mirrors and plate, and sheet glass. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Company’s Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, E.C., on payment of the 
fee for the specification, which payment will not be returned. 

Tenders must be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to 
the Secretary, marked “Tender for Steel and Iron Work for Foot- 
bridges,” or, as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m. on the 
28th July. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 


any tender. 





CANADA. 


The following were.among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
éimebviels eubetines trade received at the Canadian Government 
ss Geietient Qeadin Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 

’ information regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—Enquiry is made respecting large supplies of 
sawn lumber from Canada for making boxes in which to pack 
tin-plates. 

A firm of food product packers have asked to be placed in 
communication with exporters of peas from Canada. 

Enquiry is made for names of persons in Canada willing to ship 
oak poles about 2 inches in diameter, with bark left on and in 
lengths of about 12 feet. 

A textile export agency in London is willing to deal with special 
enquiries from Canada for specific goods, the placing of orders, or 
to.act generally for: the convenience, of buyers not represented in 
England. 


Canadian Enquiries. near Canadian lumber company having con- 
siderable quantities of hardwood suitable for'slate frames desire to 
get inte communication with persons interested. 

A manufacturers’ and ‘commission agent in Montreal is willing 
to represent English houses in stationery, confectionery, druggists’ 
sundries, china, provisions, &c. 


Note.—For further information iegneding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 











July 21, 1904.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 99 





Openings for British Trade. 





CANADA—continued. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further information 
regarding them may be obtained :— 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


Home Enguiries—A London firm, possessing a connection 
among dealers in butchers’ skewers, are prepared to represent a 
Canadian manufacturer wishing to do business in this market. 

“ A manufacturer of electric light fixtures and fittings wishes to 
develop trade in Canada. 


Canadian Enquiry.—The addresses of several shippers of canned 
lobsters in Prince Edward Island can be furnished to United 
Kingdom importers who are interested in that trade. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, 8.W. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Adelaide, up till 3 p.m. of 14th September, 
tatestale in 1904, for the supply of the following materials, 
South Australia delivered in bond, on wharf, Port Adelaide, 
* whartage to be paid by the contractor :-— 
57 mild steel boiler plates. 
13 best mild steel smokebox tube plates for flanging (two draw- 
ings, 1s. each). 
6 copper tube plates for flanging (one drawing, 1s.) 
2 tons plastic metal. 
400 carriage and wagon tyres (two drawings, 1s. each). 
150 solid drawn best toughened copper tubes. 
4 bars cast steel for milling cutters. 
200 best steel straight axles (two drawings, ls. each). 
400 cast steel wheel centres (two drawings, 3s. each). 
400 best steel straight axles (two drawings, 1s. each). 
1 forging of steel piston rod for steam hammer (one drawing, 1s.) 
Specifications may be seen and forms of tender obtained at the 
above office, and the office of the Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
Islington, South Australia; specifications and conditions may also 
be seen at the office of the Agent-General for South Australia, 
in London. 
Copies of indent, with specifications complete (16s. each) and 
drawings may be obtained at the Chief Mechanical Engineer’s 
office, Islington, South Australia. 


Railway 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH -— continued. 


In a recent report to his Government, Mr. D. H. Ross, the Canadian 
Commercial Agent for Victoria, South and 
Windmills. Western Australia and Tasmania, writes :— 
“In interviews with the managers of large 
companies interested in station—or ranche—properties, I find that 
there exists a strong demand for improved air-motors upon all 
large stations. What is true of the big sheep and cattle ‘ runs,’ 
worked in many instances by strong financial concerns, also 
applies with equal force to properties held by individual owners, 
and to the ordinary farmer, whose ‘selection’ may be only a few 
hundred acres in extent. Some windmills are made locally, but 
the majority of those in use in Australia are of United States 
origin. .... 
‘¢ All sizes are required for lifting water from 20 to 200 feet, and 
those fitted with a detachable contrivance, so that power can be 
used for other purposes, will meet with the best sale.” 


Mr. Ross also reports that there is a constant large sale of cheap 
hand pumps, and he is of opinion that a 

Hand Pumps. vigorous attempt should be made by manu- 
facturers to secure at least a portion of this 

business, the bulk of Australian requirements being indented from 
United States makers. Mr. Ross adds :—‘‘ In Western Australia 
I have seen stocks of over 250 hand pumps—in assorted sizes— 
being carried by one firm, and this is by no means an isolated 


instance.” 


The journal “‘ Handels-Museum ” (Vienna) states that in May last 
lectric Bulbs in °O™® electric light works were opened in 
a Sydney of sufficient magnitude to supply 
New South nearly all the streets and buildings in that 
Wales. city. The demand for electric bulbs will cer- 
tainly be increased thereby: articles of good quality, at a fairly 
low price, should find a ready sale. 


According to “ Export” (Berlin), sewing machines are largely 
sold in South Australia. Two of the principal 
firms of manufacturers have branches in the 
chief towns, which supply the districts in the 
interior. Nearly all the machines are sold on 
the instalment plan, payment being spread over terms ranging 
from six months to three years. 

The branches in Australia stock machine parts, and keep a 
special staff to execute repairs. Only machines fitted with the 
latest improvements are likely to command a sale: they must be 
warranted to work well and last a long time. 


Sewing Machines 
in South 
Australia. 
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CAPE COLONY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 531-2 of the “ Board of Trade 
Uniform Clothin Journal” of 23rd June, announcing a call for 
wei dam 5 tenders for the supply of uniform clothing and 
PS. caps to the Cape, Government Railway Depart- 
ment, the Board of Trade have received from their Correspondent 
at Cape Town, copies of the conditions of contract and form of 
tender. ‘These may be obtained on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
It should be noted that standard samples of the articles required 
may be seen at the office of the Agent-General for Cape Colony, 
100, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope is prepared to 
f receive tenders up to noon on Tuesday, the 
— . 2nd August, for the conveyance of 155,000 tons 
eal. of coal, in monthly shipments, from Cardiff, 
Barry, or Penarth, to Cape Town, Algoa Bay and East London, 
commencing December, 1904, and ending November, 1905. 
Form of tender and all particulars can be obtained upon applica- 
tion at the Office of the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
98 and 100, Victoria Street, S.W. 





EGYPT. 


Referring to the notice published on p. 53 of last week’s issue of 

the “ Board of Trade Journal,” the Board of 

Clothing. Trade have now received from Lieut.-Col. 

Western, C.M.G., copy of a further notice 

inviting tenders for the supply of khaki frocks, pants, and 

trousers, white drill frocks and trousers, and Bedford cord pants, 
required for the Egyptian War Department. 

Samples may be seen and specifications obtained from Lieut.- 

Col. Western, Broadway Chambers, Westminster, S.W.; and 

tenders must be received at that office by first post on 3rd August 


at latest. 





EGYPT—SUDAN. 


Tne Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of the report of the committee with 
Government = reference to the sale of Government lands in 
Lands: Sale the Sudan which has been presented to the 
Conditions. Governor-General. This report may be seen 
by persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
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Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





RUSSIA. 


In his report on the state of trade in Western Russia (see pp. 18-20) 
H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw refers to the 


We seaert fd improvement that is expected to result from the 
~ Chemicals ? present war, sooner or later, and remarks that 
, British firms should be on the look-out to 

Yarns, &c. 


secure a share of the orders for machinery, 
mill sundries, chemicals, yarns, cloth, &c., &c. 


H.M. Consul-General also calls attention to the opening for an 
extended use of artificial manures in Lithuania, 

Artificial Manures. and especially in the southern part of the 
Government of Minsk. 





NORWAY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 53 of last week’s issue of tke 

‘“ Board of Trade Journal,” respecting a call for 

Leather. tenders for the supply of leather to the 

‘‘ Marinens Intendantur, Horten,” the Board of 

‘Trade have now received from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania 

a copy (in Norwegian) of the form and conditions of tender. 

These may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 

Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





NETHERLANDS. 


A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade, from H.M. 
Asvhalted Cast Consul at Amsterdam, reporting that tenders 
98 Pipes will be received up to 30th August, at the 
gs Technical Bureau of the Ministry of the 

Colonies, The Hague, for the supply of 1,371 tons of asphalted 
cast-iron mains for waterworks in Java, to be delivered at Samarang. 


The corditions of contract can be obtained at a cost of 2°50 florins 
(4s. 2d.) from Mart. Nijhoff, Nobelstraat, 18, The Hague. 





GE R MANY. 


The “ Revue des Cultures Coloniales ” of 5th July announces that 
Prize for Machine the German Colonial Committee are offering a 
ee : prize of 3,000 marks (150/.) for the construc- 


for Manufac- = tion of a machine for manufacturing fibre from 


turing Fibre from +1, leaves of the banana tree. 
Banana Leaves. 
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SPAIN. 


Alluding to the paucity of openings for British trade in the dis- 

tural trict of Cadiz, H.M. Consul, in his report for 

on os the year 1903 (foreign Office, Annual Series, 
peed 3,195), writes :— 

“One exception can, however, be made in favour of agri- 
cultural machinery. ‘This class of machinery, shown at local 
fairs throughout the country, serves to bring its uses before 
.‘the untravelled agricultural population. The import of such 
machinery has already increased, and over three-quarters of 
the total amount comes from the United Kingdom. Every town 
of any importance has its annual fair, and it would be wise if 
makers of agricultural machinery and implements made careful 
note of this. All instructions for use or description, with price 
lists, &c., should of course be in the Spanish language.” 

H.M. Consul mentions how certain Continental firms supplying 
agricultural machinery send men to put it together and remain on 
the spot until it is actually doing the work required. 


The Consul also remarks that it is more than probable that a good 
motor car running between Algeciras and Cadiz 
Motor Car for passengers and the conveyance of light 
Seeeaee, merchandise would be an enterprise likely to 
result in profit to the promoter. The roads are bad, but if such a 
scheme were seriously undertaken, there might be found means 
for arranging that the whole route should be considerably im- 
proved. 


The British Vice-Consul at Cordoba reports that there is a market 
in that district for low-priced economical motors 


OM ice ch at for working shops, mills, &., such as water- 
Cordoba. gas motors, which can be worked with anthra- 
ere cite coal from the ldcal coalfield; also for 


agricultural implements, acetylene gas apparatus, beer, cement 
(Portland), china, cutlery, electric light plant, flour mills plant, 

glass of all sorts, hats, linen and woollen goods, mining machinery, 
mirrors, motor cars, oil presses, piping of all sorts (excepting lead, 

which is made at Linares), quinine, sanitary appliances, sewing 
cotton and silk, surgical appliances of all sorts, saw mills, stationery, 
tools of every description, turbines, typewriters, wine presses, wire 
ropes, &c. But all such goods must be pushed by persons on the 
spot, well acquainted with the people and their wants; cata- 
logues, price lists, tenders, &c., must be made up in good Castilian, 

and measurements, weights and coinage given. in the metric and 


decimal form. (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,195.) 
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SPAIN—continued. 


In reply to enquiries addressed to him, the Commercial Attaché to 
Groles and H.M. Embassy at Madrid states that, owing to 
Motors the bad condition of the roads in Spain, the 
; demand for cycles and motors is not great and 

is confined to the large cities. 

The natural conditions of the country do not call for any 
departure in form from the standard British make. 

The large majority of cycles and motors now seen in Spain are 
of French make. As cycles and motors are of considerable cost, 
purchasers do not as a rule decide on any special make without 
serious consideration. Samples in the dealers’ shops and carefully 
printed catalogues in the language of the country would, therefore, 
be useful. But these catalogues would be of little value unless 
special arrangements were made with the dealers, as each dealer is 
usually the agent of certain manufacturers, and therefere tries to 
push those special makes. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 14th July contains a notice calling 
for tenders, which will be opened at 1 p.m. on 
Port Works. 23rd August, in the Directorate General of 
Public Works, Madrid, for the works of the 
transverse wharf at the port of Vigo, a service subject to the port 
works committee of that place (province of Pontevedra), at the 
upset cost of 1,091,613°37 pesetas (or about 31,413/.). A pro- 
visional deposit of 54,600 pesetas (or about 1,5711.) is required to 
qualify any tender. The statement, conditions and plans relative 
to the contract are on view in the Ministry above noted, and in 
the Office of the Civil Governor of the province of Pontevedra. 
Personal representation is necessary. 


The same ‘‘ Gaceta ” contains a similar call for tenders, which will 

be opened at the same hour and day and place, 

Port Works. for the works of the Levante wharf of the port 

of Barcelona, at the upset cost of 1,635,754°10 

pesetas (or about 47,0721.), a provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of 

that amount being required to qualify any tender. The estimate, 

conditions and plans relative to the contract are on view in the 

Ministry named, and in the Office of the Civil Governor of the 
province of Barcelona. Personal representation is necessary. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains an Order authorising the ‘‘Compaiiia 
Steam Tramway Madrilena de Urbanizacion,” concessiare of the 
aah Siiant tramway from Madrid and the place called 
Cuatro Caminos to Fuencarral and Chamartin 

de la Rosa, to inaugurate steam power to work the tramway instead 
of animal power. 
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SPAIN —continued. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders for the 

Riecetieen of purchase of old metal from the Artillery Works 

Old Metal of San Sebastian, namely :—29,290 kilos. of 
bronze ; 3,620 kilos. of yellow metal; 370,908 
kilos. of cast iron ; 8,248 kilos. of wrought iron ; and 1,650 kilos. 
of steel. Tenders will be opened at 10 a.m. on 23rd August 
in the offices of the Artillery Works in San Sebastian, where the 
sheet of conditions and limits is on view. Personal representation 
is necessary. 


The ‘‘Gaceta” containing the above notices may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 





ITALY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 534-5 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 

ti heiiien al Journal” of the 23rd June, and to previous 

the Anelian notices, a further despatch has been received at 

Aqueduct the Foreign Office, from H.M. Ambassador at 
Rome, respecting the Apulian aqueduct. 

H.M. Ambassador reports that the Bill submitted to the 
Chamber of Deputies providing for the construction of this great 
work by the State, has undergone considerable modifications in 
committee. In the form in which it has been, with the assent of 
the Minister of Public Works, finally remodelled by the Chamber 
of Deputies, it once more provides for the concession to private 
enterprise, within 12 months of the publication of the law, of the 
construction and management of the aqueduct under the conditions 
laid down by the law of 26th June, 1902, with an obligation to 
open the aqueduct not later than 31st December, 1920, and with 
the following modification in the first paragraph of Article 3 of the 
law in question :— 

“The payment of the annuities, contributed by the State and the 
Provinces to the Concessionnaire, shall commence during the actual 
work of construction, and shall be progressive with the progress of 
the works, within the limits of the sum sanctioned by the estimates 
according to the terms of Article 2 of the present law.” 

Article 3 provides for the construction of the aqueduct by the 
State in case the concession contemplated by Article 1 cannot be 
given to private enterprise in default of competitors, and states 
that in that case the management will form matter for subsequent 
legislation. 

The Bill in question has still to be submitted to the Senate ; 
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but, in the opinion of H.M. Ambassador, there is little doubt that 
it will besome law. 

~ The prospects of competitors are considerably improved by the 
modifications now adopted, but the language of the Minister of 
Public Works, in assuring the Chamber that the concessionaire 
would be strictly tied down by conditions, can hardly: be considered 
reassuring. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


Deubting to the journal “Export” (Berlin), there is a good 

opening in _ see for hardware and. tools. 

gee and It is usual to allow a discount of 3 or 4 per 

eat cent. for payment within a fortnight aiter 

receipt and verification of goods: for payment by: bills at four or 

six months, the net amount is charged. Payment may be effected 
through the Smyrna banks. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In his report for 1903, the Acting British-Consul at Chicago 
states that the sale of drugs was the largest on 
Drugs. record, and the annual value of the trade is 
placed at over 2,000,000/. . The Consulate’ has 
been asked by several firms in the district for the names of a 
resident agent or British firms ready to communicate with them, 
and a notice was published in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” (see 
assue of 3rd September, 1908, p. 442), but without any reply "os a 
received. 

The drug trade of Chicago is growing, and the area over which 
it is distributed increasing, and the value of this market should 
not be overlooked. 

Cod. liver oil sold as high as 231. 14s, 3d. a barrel, and camphor 
advanced 10 per cent. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,202.) 


‘The British Vice-Consul at Kansas City remarks that attention 
, has been drawn in previous reports to the 
po gy question of floor coverings. The high duty 

’ upon woollen fabrics practically shuts the 

market to the British carpet manufacturer, but a large trade could 
be done in oilcloths and linoleums. In 1902 the imports from the 
United Kingdom reached 1,015/., which has risen in 1903. to 
1,4301.; a further amount of 440/. was imported from Canada, 
there being no other source of supply. Very heavy imports of 
Japanese matting for floor coverings are made, and linoleum 
manufacturers would require to be prepared to meet this com- 
petition. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued 


The Vice-Consul also directs attention to the following classes 
of goods which foreign manufacturers are 
Staite) Sastre. exporting to the Kansas market :— Glassware 

os awit he of different kinds, musical instruments, toys, 
ments, *0¥% “C — ornamental metalwork, hops, plants and shrubs. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,202.) 


Glassware, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a. 
copy ofa publication issued by the United States. 
Department of Agriculture, relating to foods 
and food control in that country. It contains 
details of the regulations as to quality, &c., 
which govern the sale of food in each State in the Union. 

This publication may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


Regulations as to 
the Sale of 
Provisions. 





MEXICO. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of Mexico of 23rd June contains a copy of 
' a contract between the Executive and the 
Installation for 4,-_- C £ Penol Spe h 
the Priatsnent of ining Uompany 0 enoles revising the 
Sulph Or contract made with the said Company on 6th 
ee April, 1892. The Company is to continue to 
enjoy most of the privileges hitherto granted, up to 17th 
December, 1906, on condition that, within a year and a half, a 
new foundry for the treating of the sulphurous minerals which 
the mines produce is installed, and the building calcination ovens, 
condensing chambers, &c., that may be necessary, established, 
together with the machinery requisite for breaking the ore and 
the converters for its treatment; the whole installation being 
moved by electric power. The contract is to be submitted to 
Congress for approval. 


The ‘ Diario” containing the above may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





COSTA RICA. 


The French Consul in Costa Rica reports that the Costa Rican 
: Government intend to complete the line of 
male railway crossing the country from the Atlantic 
Construction. = +4 the Pacific. With this end in view, a decree 
has been published in the “Gaceta Oficial” declaring’ Punta | 
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Arenas the Pacific terminus of the line, and authorising the 
Executive to present a plan to Congress for the completion of the 
railway to that port. | 

According to the French Consul it will be necessary to construct 
only about 20 kilometres (12 miles) of line in order to assure 
inter-oceanic communication to the Republic. It is probable, he 
adds, that the Costa Rican Government will invite a foreign 
company to do the work. 


GUATEMALA. 


The “ Deutsche Wollen-Gewerbe” gives the following particulars 
of the importation of woollen fabrics into 
Woollen Fabrics. Guatemala :— 
Pure woollen fabrics of the best quality are 
imported principally from the United Kingdom; the price for a 
material of similar quality is slightly less than that of German 
manufacture. Cashmere cloth for men’s clothing is sent from 
France and Belgium ; the material from these countries presents a 
good appearance and suits the taste of the purchasers in Guatemala. 
Italy furnishes inferior cashmere, at a low price. 

Woollen dress materials are mostly imported from Germany ; 
France and the United Kingdom also send these fabrics. The 
United Kingdom sends a large quantity of woollen mixtures. 
Bradford manufacturers do a good trade in these materials, which 
they produce of excellent quality, at low prices, often as much as 
25 per cent. below those of German makers. 

Woollen mixtures for men’s clothing are imported from various 
countries: Germany at one time headed the list, but has been 
supplanted by the United Kingdom. 


CHILE. 


The “ Diario Oficial ” of Chile of 1st June contains a copy of the 
speech of the President at the opening of Congress. 








In this speech reference is made to the progress of the work of 

providing drinking water in various towns in 

Water Works. the Republic. The works are said to have been 

completed in eight towns, to be in active pro- 

gress so as to be finished this year in six, and to have been initiated 
in seven towns. 


Reference is also made to the construction of railways in the 
Republic. 231 kiloms. are said to be under 


wn construction, of which 114, namely, the line 
Plant from Pitrufquen to Antilhue, to unite the 


central railway network with the railway from 
Valdivia to Osorno, will be finished and opened for traffic at the 
end of the year, leaving 117 kiloms. to be finished in 1905. A 
list is given of a number of lines which are under consideration for 
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construction by the State, as well as of applications from private 
sources for the construction of certain lines. The Government is 
said to be studying, with the assistance of a competent commis- 
sion, the only proposal presented for the construction of the 
Transandino Railway by the Uspallata pass. 

The “Diario” containing the above can be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


ARGENTINA. 


The ‘ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of 16th June contains copy of 
Rai a Decree approving the Government plans and 
allway ‘ 
Construction and °Stimates. prepared in compliance with law 
Plant No. 4267 and 43802, relative to the prolongation 
of the “ F. C. A. del Norte” from San Juan to 
Mendoza, the estimate amounting to 3,531,520°88 dollars gold (or 
about 706,304/.); also copy of a Decree approving in like manner 
the plans and estimates for the railway between Puerto Militar 
and Villa Mercedes de San Luis, under law No. 4294, the 
estimate amounting to 12,404,036°32 dollars gold (or about 
2,480,8071.) ; also copy of a Decree approving the plans and 
estimates for the prolongation of the State Railway lines from 
Dean Funes and Villa Maria to Rosario, the estimate amounting 


to 10,047,402°18 dollars gold (or about 2,009,4801.). 





The ‘“ Boletin Oficial” of 18th June contains copy of a Decree 

Building accepting the tender of Messrs. Juan Barassi 

Prsaieommnse i and K. Gramondo, for the construction of a 

building for the offices of the Direccion- 

General of the Health Works (‘Obras de Salubridad ”), for the 
sum of 438,288°62 dols. currency (or about 38,3491. ). 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of 17th June contains a notice calling for 
tenders, for presentation on the 13th September 


Esa next, at 3 p-m., for the construction of a net of 
C pnmao. d electric tramways between the Plaza de Mayo, 
mn a Buenos Aires, and the suburbs of Ortusar, 


Devoto, and General Urquiza, in accordance with 
the sheet of conditions which may be consulted in the Secretariat 
of the ‘“Intendencia Municipal” (section of Public Works), 
Buenos Aires. 

The “ Boletins” containing the above notices may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 
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PANAMA. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 


Consul at Panama respecting a scheme of public 

Public Works. works to be carried out in that country. 

H.M. Consul reports that, in accordance with 
a Law dated 20th May last, the National Convention of Panama 
has voted a sum of 3,250,000 dols., or approximately 325,0000., 
out of the money received for the canal concession, for the purpose 
of carrying out improvements throughout the Republic. 

Of the above sum the amount of 1,000,000 dols., or about 
100,000/., is assigned to improvements in the Province of Panama, 
and the remainder is divided in varying proportions amongst the 
Provinces of Colon, Chiriqui, Coclé, Los Santos, Veraguas, and 
Bocas del Toro, the expenditure to be spread over a period ending 
the 30th September, 1906. 

The improvements, the cost of which it is proposed to 
defray out of the amount assigned to the Province of Panama, 
consist of a Capitol, or Government palace, a public prison, 
a theatre, public lavatories, a municipal palace, a library and 
museum, a university, and a palace of justice ; likewise repairs and 
enlargements of the existing Government palace, schools, repairs 
to various important thoroughfares, a number of police stations, 
and sundry smaller matters, such as the extension of the electric 
light system in the outskirts of Panama, &c., &c. 

The improvements in the Provinces comprise a wholesale construc- 
tion of roads, involving some 60 or 70 bridges, many of them of iron 
(presumably for the most part of small dimensions) and numerous 
schools, electric light installations, hospitals, municipal buildings, 
police stations, &c., &c. 

A number of architects and engineers are to be despatched to 
the various provinces within a period of two months from the date 
of the promulgation of this Law, and are to prepare plans and 
estimates for these undertakings, to be presented to the Govern- 
ment Department of Public Works, not later than the 31st 
December next, after which bids for the execution of the work 
are to be solicited. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 
SPAIN. 

Adverting to the notice on p. 491 of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” 
aa of 16th June, respecting the exhibition of 
i eae mineral products ha ve. Hares machinery at 
and Hydraulic Barcelona, a communication has been received 
pene ar ef at the Board of Trade, from the Spanish 
ct tel Chamber of Commerce in London, in which it 
is noted that the Spanish Government will 
allow the entry, free of all Customs. duties, of articles intended 
for the exhibition, and that the Railway Companies have reduced 
the rates of carriage on the same. 
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Cadiz.— After expressing satisfaction at the number of catalogues 
and price lists in the Spanish language which have reaclied the 
consulate as compared with the number formerly received, H.M. 
Consul at Cadiz, in his annual report, remarks :—‘ This part of 
Spain is very conservative and slow moving, and very few oenie 
read, or see the necessity of reading, any but the Spanish tongue ; 
thus, to reach the commercial population, it is necessary to place 
before it all facts in the only language which is understood. It is 
of course difficult for each manufacturer or trader to print his 
catalogues and price lists in Spanish ; it might be possible, how- 
ever, for firms to appoint agents in Spain who, for a certain fee, 
would translate all catalogues and price lists into Spanish. This 
would reduce to a trifling expense what might otherwise yearly 
amount to a considerable sum. 

“If catalogues and price lists are sent in Spanish it is easy to 
bring them to the notice of those for whom they are intended. 

‘‘The importance of frequent visits from commercial travellers 
might once more be pointed out. 

“Any detailed information required by commercial men will 
always be gladly supplied from this Consulate.” (Foreign Office, 
Annual. Series, 3,195). 


Cordoba.—The British Vice-Consul at Cordoba in his report 
states’ that British goods are being squeezed out of the Spanish 
market by traders of other nationalities, just as that country 
is developing industries and beginning to use modern mechanical 
appliances of all sorts on an important scale. It is not because 
British goods are worse, for they are generally better, but 
they are dearer, and above all, they are not pushed so much 
locally. The Vice-Consul adds that when buyers can get what 
they want brought to their doors, or the fullest information 
about it presented to them in an intelligible form, and every 
facility offered for its prompt delivery with explanations how to 
use it, by the makers from other countries, who talk to them in 
their own language, they are not likely to go to endless trouble to 
enquire about and obtain British goods of a more or less similar 
nature. 

Not by any means the least of the causes which tend to handicap 
the introduction and continued sale at Cordoba of British products, 
is the pertinacious use of a series of antiquated and (to others) 
wholly unintelligible ‘system of weights, measures, &c. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,195). 


Nice.—In his report for the year 1903 (Foreign Office, Annual 
Sertes, 3,201), H.M. Consul at Nice, writes :—-‘‘ A leading chemist 
in Nice assures me that more than a third, and a leading wine 
merchant and provision dealer that quite one-half of their stock mm 
trade is imported from the United Kingdom. And it is satis- 
factory to note that both of them say there is a growing taste for 
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British commodities amongst their foreign customers, particularly 
for British teas. 

‘My advice to British traders of all classes at all times is to 
send out experimental consignments, so as to know exactly what 
it will cost them to land their goods at the places of intended sale, 
after payment of freight, customs and octroi charges, and then to 
announce their prices in French money, advertising freely in local 
papers, and putting up attractive placards at railway stations, and 
in banks and hotels. 

“Nice is the only Consular station in France, except Paris, - 
where there is a British Chamber of Commerce.” 


Chicago.—The following extracts are taken from the annual 
report for 1903 of the Acting British Consul at Chicago :— 

‘With the increased importance of Chicago as a distributing 
centre, the European exporter must examine the conditions that 
prevail and consider carefully the advisability of having a represen- 
tative in that place. 

“The reasons for the importance of Chicago are many. The 
centre of the population of the United States is only a little south- 
east of Chicago, in Indiana. Half to three-quarters of the population 
of the United States live within 24 hours’ journey. Railways run 
in all directions, and the freight rate from Europe to Chicago is but 
little more than the railway from New York to Chicago. 

‘“‘There are many other reasons why resident agents are necessary 
in Chicago. One great reason is that the days of visiting customers 
from twice to four times a year and retaining their trade is past. 
Now the seller calls continually, and the merchant buys as he wants 
the goods. Circumstances change very quickly, and a man may see 
his chance to do business, and cannot afford to wait until the next 
visit, some weeks off, of the salesman. 

“ Continual enquiries are made at this office by people wishing to 
buy or get quotations of British goods, and requests are made to 
be put into communication with the resident agent. 

‘A good number of enquiries have been made for the names of 
British manufacturers who would be willing to export named 
articles to the States, and several of these have been published in 
the ‘ Board of Trade Journal,’ but often not a single British 
manufacturer has written to the Consulate on the subject, while 
hardly one of the enquiries has failed to elicit letters from Conti- 
nental merchants and their local representatives anxious to be put 
into communication with the enquirer. 

“Any British firm wishing to be represented here must also 
consider the kind of man to employ, and no man should be 
thought of who has not had at least five years’ experience in the 
country and three in Chicago. 

“In some articles, British manufacturers are represented by 
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— 


prominent firms who also deal in the same class of goods made in 
other places, and who do not care which one sells, and it is stated 
by salesmen and buyers that the want of pushing agents and 
judicious weesigite. has been the chief cause of loss of British 
trade. 

“The value of a representative is in his knowledge of the con- 
ditions of the place where he lives and of the people to whom he 
has to sell, as much as in a thorough knowledge of the article he 
deals in. The representative of one large American corporation, 
who came from New York to take charge of this district, remarked 
that it was three years before he understood the conditions and 
methods in this part of the United States, and was able to make a 
success of the undertaking. 

“Many of the salesmen and buyers in Chicago are of British 
birth. 

“* Several people who have been investigating American methods 
have called at the Consulate during the year, and have made use 
of the Consular staff in seeing what they wanted quickly, and 
getting information as to local conditions. 

‘As the methods which are used in Chicago, more than any- 
where in America, for increasing and facilitating trade, and which 
have had much to do with the progress of the United States, will 
be used in managing and obtaining more export trade, British 
manufacturers and merchants will have to contend with them. 

‘The most important of these methods are the careful selection 
of all in executive positions, the reward paid to the successful man, 
latitude given to employee in managing his department, confidence 
of the employer and employed in each other, and enthusiasm in 
the work. | 

“It is stated that out of every 100 men starting in a business 
life, 87 never get out of the rut and remain drudges, earning a 
bare living, 11 attain some success, and two are really fitted to 
take responsible positions. 

‘‘In discussing the inroads made on the commerce of the world 
by the United States, it must not be overlooked that a great number 
of the men who have ‘ih successes are of British birth or descent, 
and that generations of progressive men have left European countries 
and started business here. It will also be found in a number of 
instances that the men who are directing the export trade of the 
United States firms are of British birth or descent, and in some 
cases are still British subjects. T'aking this into consideration, the 
plea is still strengthened that it is the method of working that is 
successful more than the man or education. .... 

‘This Consulate is prepared to do all it can to assist enquirers, 
but to do the work satisfactorily must receive the support, con- 
fidence and assistance of the British manufacturer and merchant.” 


(Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,202.) 
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COMMERCIAL NOTES ON THE STATE OF AFFAIRS 
IN WESTERN RUSSIA. 


The following is the substance of a report by H.M. Consul-General 
at Warsaw embodying the commercial information obtained by him 
in visiting recently the principal trade and commercial centres of 
his Consular District :— 

Lodz being the chief manufacturing centre in Western Russia, 
it is there that it is easiest to judge of the general state of industry 
in this part of the Empire. 

The outbreak of war was a great blow to all branches of industry 
which had been steadily recovering since the crisis which began 
some four years ago. 

One natural consequence of the war is a general restriction of 
credits, fears being entertained that many of the second class firms 
will make the present state of affairs an excuse for not meeting 
their payments. There is a great lack of confidence all over the 
country, and on this account most manufacturers prefer to lie quiet 
for the present and wait events. 

Production is being diminished to a great extent, but in spite of 
this stocks are accumulating, and fears are entertained that many 
firms will not be able to stand this great strain on their resources. 

Just now* most of the mills are working but four or five 
days per week, a great many operatives have been discharged, and 
at. the present time it is calculated there are something like 
40,000 out of work in the district of Lodz alone. Free dinners 
are being provided on a large scale by the town, charitable organiza- 
tions, and the larger manufacturers, and it is intended to start 
public. works of various kinds to find them some sort of occupation 
until times improve, but, needless to say, great distress prevails. 

It is stated that the amount of goods being sent out of Lodz, 
over the Lodz factory railway, is but 50 per cent. of that sent out 
last year during the same months. 

The opinion here is that so long as the war lasts there will 
be no improvement in trade, and that a good many unsound firms 
will go under, but that once the war is over there will be a tre- 
mendous revival of trade and industry, the more so as production 
is now being restricted. to so great an extent. 

A great change which had taken place in Lodz during the last 
two years was the springing up of numerous small works with 
from 10 to 40 looms, which did weaving on commission. These, 
however, have all come to a standstill for the present. 

There is no doubt that the shelves of every town and country 
store are being emptied, however slowly, and these will have to be 
replenished sooner or later. Vast sums are being spent by the 
Russians in Siberia for their army there, and this may lead to a 
profitable trade springing up there later on. 

The Siberian railway being taken up almost exclusively by the 





* Report dated 29th June. 
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army, very little trade can possibly be done there just now, for the 
reason that goods simply cannot be carried ; still goods are being 
consumed there, and must be replaced sooner or later. ‘The 
Siberian market is developing rapidly, and it is thought by some 
people that the consequence of the war will be to give a still 
greater impetus to that development. 

It is generally thought that the firms which survive the present 
crisis will have to develop their works soon after peace is restored 
in order to meet the greater demand that is sure to spring up. 

People never tire of reminding you of the ‘‘ boom” in trade 
during the Russo-Turkish war, and are confident something similar 
will result from ‘the present war sooner or later. 

It looks as if British firms should be prepared for the improve- 
ment should it come. They should be on the look-out to secure 
a share of orders for machinery, mill sundries, chemicals, yarns, 
cloth, &c., &c. 

Practically all the vast sums being spent on the army at the 
resent time are being spent inethe Empire; there is very little 
going out of the country. 

A great contrast to the influence exercised by the war on in- 
dustry is to be noted in the agricultural districts, especially 
Lithuania. None of the reserves being called out in Poland or 
Lithuania, the war has not affected the life of the peasants or the 
number of hands available for field work, and the interest taken 
in the war by the population, hardly any of whom are Russians, is 
therefore very small. 

As I stated in my last annual Trade Report (No. 3,142), there 
seems to be an opening for an extended use of artificial manures in 
Lithuania, and especially in the southern part of the Government 
of Minsk, where they appear to be very little known. 

British manufacturers could certainly participate in the supply 
to the northern districts. ‘They should work through the agricul- 
tural societies in each Government. 3 

The real cause of the stagnation in trade, which affects all 
branches of industry in this district, is the absence of credit. 

Tanners here have also suffered from the bankruptcy of one of 
the larger dealers in hides at Warsaw, where the demand for 
tanned hides has considerably diminished, which has led to a 
diminution of production. A further hindrance to business is the 
high price of raw hides, though behind all lies the lack of credit 
and confidence. 

At the outbreak of war the cloth factories at Bialostok expected 
an increase of production in consequence of the increased require- 
ments of the army, but this hope has not been realised, and ‘on the 
contrary, demand, and consequently production, have fallen off. 

To provide work for the unemployed, various relief works are 


being undertaken. . 
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The town of Warsaw is spending for this purpose an extra 
30,000. on public works this year. 

At the beginning of the war all work on railways was stopped, 
but now the Ministry of Ways and Communication has ordered 
the construction of various lines to be carried out. When I passed 
Molodeczno, the present terminal point of the new Bologoi-Siedlce 
line, I saw several hundred men at work on the station buildings 
and near by, and construction trains running in both directions. 
The Siedlce-Polotsk double line, 590 versts in length, is also to be 
constructed, and various shorter local branches. 

The most important bit of railway construction to be carried out 
is that to connect the Warsaw-Kalisz line with the Prussian system, 
as to which an understanding has at last been arrived at by the 
two Governments, as also for the connection between the Russian 
and German systems at Herby. 

These two connections will materially facilitate, shorten, and 
cheapen the transit of goods between Germany and Russia, and 
the fact that an understanding has been come to on this point is 
taken as a favourable omen for the new Commercial Treaty. 

It is stated in the local press that the French syndicate which 
had contracted with various provincial towns in Poland for the 
supply of drainage, water supply, and other public works, has now 
been obliged to postpone their execution, as the French capitalists 
interested have withdrawn the money they were to put into it on 
account of the war. 

The general expectation is that the war will be followed by a 
period of heavy taxation on trade coupled with measures for 
development of industry and agriculture. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
CANADA—SOUTH AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 
Date of Operation 24th December, 1903 (p. 595), the Board of Trade 
of Reciprocal have now received information that arrange- 
; Saito of ments have been made between the Dominion 
elit eal of Canada on the one hand and the parties to 
“South African the South African Customs Union Convention 

Sediientin on the other, by which each party agrees to 
| J admit the other to the benefits of its own 
preferential Tariff as from the Ist July, 1904. 
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DOMINION OF CANADA. 


With reference to a notice which was published in the “ Board of 

aici Trade Journal ” for 23rd June last, relating to 

Tariff Chances the recent Customs Tariff changes effected on 

6°. articles imported into the Dominion of Canada, 

the Board of Trade have now received a copy of a further Customs 

Memorandum (No. 1,287 B) issued by the Canadian Commissioner 
of Customs on 28th June, 1904. 

The present Memorandum gives the details of the Tariff Resolu- 
tions proposed by the Canadian Minister of Finance in Committee 
of Ways and Means on 7th June, 1904, as amended on 28th June, 
1904. 

The following are the principal amendments effected thereby :— 

1. The following provision is to be substituted for Sub-section (f) 
of Section 1 of the > Customs Tariff Act of 1897:— 

“The expression, ‘ gauge,’ when applied to metal sheets or 
plates, or to wire, shall mean the thickness as determined by 
the Imperial standard gauge.” 

[ Nore.—Under the original Act of 1897, the thickness 
was determined by Stubbs’ standard gauge. | 

2. Schedule A of the Act of 1897 is amended by the inclusion 
of the following items :— 








Item in | Articl General 
Tariff, | — Rate of Duty. 





172 Crude petroleum, gas oils (other than naphtha, ben- 
zine and gasoline) lighter than °8235, but not 
less than *775 specific gravity, at 60° temperature | 1} cents per gall. 
201(a@)} Common and colourless window glass... ove 15% ad val, 
{The words to be deleted from item 201. J 
368(@)| Silk fabrics when imported by manufacturers of 
neckties for use exclusively in the manufacture 
of neckties in their own factories, under regnla- 
tions to be made by the Minister of Customs ... we lf 
447(a)| Artificial teeth (until Ist April, 1905)... ons ya 
The following alterations are made whereby 
items are added to the free list : 
~ Artificial teeth (after 31st March, 1905) one Free. 
555(a)| Machinery of every kind and structural iron and 
steel when imported under regulations to be made 
by the Minister of Customs for use in the con- 
struction and equipment of factories for the 
manufacture of sugar from peor until Ist 








April, 1905... ose ove Free. 
—_ Crude petroleum, fuel and gas ‘oils, +8235 specific 
gravity or heavier, at 60° temperature ... Free. 


= Plain basic photographic paper, baryta coated, when 
imported by manufacturers of sensitized paper 
for use exclusively in manufacturing albumenized 
or sensitized idee paper in their own 
factories si Free. 
— Printing presses, rotar y, of a class or kind not made 
in Canada _... cee see eas oes eee Free. 
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DOMINION OF CANADA—continued. 


It is further notified by the present Customs Memorandum that it 
has been resolved :— 

“That the foregoing provisions* shall be 
held to have come into force on the 8th day of 
June, 1904, and to have applied to all goods 
imported or taken out of warehouse for con- 
sumption on and after that day, and to have 

we June, also ‘eppliel to goods bath imported for 
4, : : 

which no entry for consumption was made 
vefore that day, except as otherwise provided in the foregoing 
resolutions: Provided, that all goods actually purchased on or 
before the 7th day of June, 1904, at any place out of Canada, for 
importation into Canada, on evidence to the satisfaction of the 
Minister of Customs of the purchase having been so made, and all 
goods in warehouse in Canada on such day, may be entered for 
duty at the rate of duty in force immediately before the said day 
(without special duty); notwithstanding any increase in Customs 
duties under the said Resolutions, but this proviso shall cease to- 
have force and effect after the thirty-first day of August in the 
present year.” 

The. following amended proviso is added to sub-section A of 
item 7 of Schedule A :— ) 

7 (a). Provided that bottles, flasks and packages of gin, rum, 
whisky and brandy of all kinds, and imitations thereof, shall be 
held to contain the following quantities (subject to the provisions 
for addition or deduction in respect to the degree of strength), 
viz. :— 

Bottles, flasks and packages containing not more than three- 
fourths of a gall. per dozen, as three-fourths of a gall. per dozen ; 

Bottles, flasks and packages containing more than three-fourths 
of a gall., but not more than one gall. per dozen, as one gall. per 
dozen ; 

Bottles, flasks and packages containing more than one gall., but 
not more than one and one-half galls. per dozen, as one and one- 
half galls. per dozen ; 

Bottles, flasks and packages containing more than one and one- 
half galls., but not more than two galls. per dozen, as two galls. 
per dozen ; 

Bottles, flasks and packages containing more than two galls... 
but not more than two and four-fifths galls. per dozen, as two and 
four-fifths galls. per dozen ; 

Bottles, flasks and packages containing more than two and 
four-fifths galls., but not more than three galls. per dozen, as: 
three galls. per dozen ; 


Exemption from 
Increased Duties 
to 31st August, 
1904, on Goods 
purchased on or 





* i.c.—All the Customs changes as noted in the “ Board of Trade Journal’”’ of 
23rd June, 1904, including the amendments given in the present notice. 
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DOMINION OF CANADA—continued. 


Bottles, flasks and packages containing more than three galls., 
but not more than three and one-fifth galls. per dozen, as three 
and one-fifth galls. per dozen. 


As regards the imposition of ‘“ special duties,” noted in the 
previous notice above referred to in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
for 23rd June, 1904, the Minister of Customs may make such 
regulations as to ‘‘ provide for the temporary exemption from 
special duty of any article or class of articles, when it is established 
to the satisfaction of the Minister of Customs that such articles 
are not made in Canada in substantial quantities and offered for 
sale to all purchasers on equal terms.” 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The following Customs decisions are specially notified in the 
“ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 28th 





eecursane May, 1904 :— 
Decisions. 
Rate of duty. 
Hat peaks composed of imitation leather— 
As hat peaks manufactured of leather ... 20 / ad val. 
“ Alginol ”—As malt ... sae sa ... 6s. per cental. 


With reference to the notice published in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 29th January, 1903 (p. 210), the 


verse al Board of Trade have received a copy of a 
nace nl Customs By-law issued by the Commonwealth 


prides # Department of ‘Trade and Customs on 11th 
R ai May, 1904, which cancels the By-law of 29th 
gula ; November, 1902, respecting the importation of 
respecting. accoutrements, badges, buttons, braids and lace 

for military and naval uniforms into the Australian Commonwealth. 

The following is the By-law as amended :— 

“ Accoutrements, badges, buttons, braid and lace, for naval and 
“‘ military uniforms, may be delivered for home consumption free 
“* of duty, provided the Collector is first satisfied that such goods 
‘“are intended to be furthwith so used, and that. security to the 
** satisfaction of the Collector is also first furnished to him that the 
““ same shall be so used, and that when required by the Collector 
“ proof shall be given to his satisfaction that the goods have been 
“s9 used. The delivery may be made on importation or from any 
“ warehouse. On any default the duty is to be paid on the goods 
“‘in respect of which the default is made, and this is to satisfy the 
“* default.” 

Note.—-The previous Customs By-law required proof to be 
given to the satisfaction of the Customs Collector within. one year 
of delivery that the goods had been used for military and naval 
uniforms. 


















































120 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 21, 1904. 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





= — 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALT H—continued. 


A Customs By-law issued by the Minister for Trade and Customs, 
Removal of “Tip dated llth May, 1904, has been received 
Heels” from whereby the Customs By-law of 20th December, 
1901, relating to the free importation of minor 
Free List. a _ ely P 

articles for use in the manufacture of goods 
within the Commonwealth is amended, by the omission therefrom 
of all reference to “tip heels” for boots and shoes, these articles 

being thereby removed from the free list. 


The following General Order (No. 04/425) issued by the Common- 
Invoice Charges wealth Department of Trade and Customs on 
Repelietions 26th May last has been published “ for general 
information” in the ‘Commonwealth of 

Australia Gazette ” of 28th May, 1904 :— 


The method to be adopted in dealing with invoice charges is as 
follows :— 


When invoices are produced showing f.o.b. or c.i.f. prices with- 
out particulars as to charges, a sight entry is to be taken out. 


The importer must then declare to the value of the goods, and 
duty may be accepted on such value, subject to revision thereafter 
if deemed necessary by the Customs, A deposit of the duty on 
the difference between the declared value and the total of the 
invoice may then be made. 


Should a detailed invoice in which the charges are enumerated 
be subsequently produced within six months, the matter may then 
be adjusted by the refund of part or whole of the deposit as may 
be found necessary. It is to be distinctly understood, however, 
that the Department is to be in no way bound to make any refund, 
or accept any such detailed invoice, but in every instance the 
Collector must be satisfied as to the reasonableness and genuineness 
of the charges sought to be deducted. 


In cases where it is found that the charges (inland freight, 
casing, &c.) have been inflated apparently with a view to the 
reduction of the value for duty, no allowance is to be made, but 
duty is to be charged on the gross value shown on the invoice. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of Supplement No. 29 to 
the Australian Customs Tariff Guide, dated 
3rd June, 1904, giving Customs Decisions as 
to the rates of duty leviable on various articles 
imported into the Commonwealth. 


The following are the principal Decisions given :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 








































=~ 21, incon THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





121 





—_——— 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





AUSTRALIAN 


COMMONWEALT H—continued. 





Articles, and how classed. 


Rates of Duty. 





Charts— 
Educational and diagrams— 
As stationery (class 505) 
Combs— 
Toilet, in which jewellery or imitation jewellery constitutes 
the preponderating value— 
As jewellery 
Otherwise— 
As brushware and combs (toilet) ... ove eee 
Eau de Cologne and other perfumed spirits— 
Imported in botties invoiced or sold as containing certain 
quantities, such as 3-pints, }-pints, 4-oz. and 2-oz. bottles, 
are to be charged accordingly for duty under Section 136 
of Customs Act, 1901. 
*Hats and caps— 
Tam o’shanter— 
Made of tweed or cloth and sewn— 


As hats and caps sewn ... eee eee 
Not sewn— 
As hats and caps... eee cee eee 


Journals— 
For gratuitous distribution, containing views with the name 
of a firm or company printed on the outside cover— 
As paper, advertising matter ove eee eee 
Pipe fittings— 
Small cast-iron or maileable-cast steel pipes, suitable and 
used only for electrical purposes— 
As electrical appliances 
Punches, eyelet, for office use— 


As machinery tools... ove ve ose eee cee 
Rings— 
Finger, anti-rheumatic, if made of base metal— 
As metal manufactures, n.e.i. a he _— oon 
Otherwise— 
As jewellery ... ee 208 eco vee 
Rubbers, stable, horse (being towels)— 
As apparel, &c., towels... oe 


*Velveteen skirt binding—being a piece of "velveteen cut on the 
cross into narrow strips for skirt-binding— 
As “ minor articles ” for apparel and attire one ose 





Free. 


25 % ad val. 
1b, » 


30 y/4 9 
20% ss 


3d. per lb. 


12} & ad ral. 


Free. 


20 % ad val. 


25 ho 99 
16% 9 
Free. 





* Revised Decision, 


The “‘ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette ” for 4th June last con- 


tains a General Order (No. 432 of 1904), which 


— oo was approved by the Minister of the Australian 
—— ™ Department of Trade and Customs on 2nd June, 


1904, whereby the allowance for loss on bottled 


beer imported into the Commonwealth is reduced from 24 per cent. 


to 1°75 per cent. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of Orders (Nos. 739 and 
cmtinth 740) issued by the Commissioner of Trade 
homnerpaat and Customs on 11th and 18th May last, 
’ respectively, giving various Customs Decisions 

relating to rates of duty leviable on certain articles imported 

into the Colony of New Zealand. 
The following are the principal Decisions given :— 











Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 
Angola mendings in less than yard lengths — 

As on cards ... nes — ote Free 
Book-markers, ivory handles with silver blades— 

As fancy ‘goods — oon o0e | 20% ad val. 
Brooches, all kinds of rolled gold or gold cased— 

As fancy goods... - ove i eos —- . Seen 
Chain slings— 

As hardware... eee ove cee i a «(@ 
*Chloride of chromium used in tanning leather oe _ one Free 
Hat pins, ornamental and fancy— 

As fancy goods _.... aie _ oe _ sab | 20% ad val. 
* Jeweller’s doublets— 

As precious stones, cut or uncut and un-mounted ... _ Free 
Manicure scissors — 

As cutlery ... oe oe eee vite | 20% ad val. 
Indiarubber bladders for footballs— 

As toys be ée woe = |)lh ae 
Sole-leather cut into squares or rectangular pieces— 

As sole-leather - 2d. per Ib. 
Watch-chains—rolled gold, and watch-chains and pendants of 

nickel silver or white metal— 
As fancy goods _... cee cee eee oe eee | 20% ad val. 





* Revised Decision under Order No. 740. 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘“ Spirituous 
Esepevtation| of Liquors Importation Proclamation, 1904” 
Spirituous (No. 5 of 1904), which was assented to by the 
Ravers; dsmanded High Commissioner for the Protectorate of 
Ranuletions Southern Nigeria on April 26th last. 

The present Proclamation, which came into 
operation on June Ist, 1904, introduces: amendments into ‘‘ The 
Spirituous Liquors Importation Proclamation, 1901” (No. 6 of 
1901), with which it is to be taken in conjunction, as follows :— 

1. In the case of the refusal of a certificate by the Customs 
Officers to import reasonable quantities of spirituous liquors into 
the inland regions of the Protectorate by certain persons, not being 
natives, an appeal may now be made against such refusal “‘ to any 
Commissioner holding a judicial warrant of the district in which 
the liquor Declaration Port is situated, and from the Commissioner 
to the Supreme Court.” 









































































July 21, 1904.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 123 





suds d sore ust and Customs ds EE 





— — —- —-- —— — 





SOUTHERN NIGERIA PROTECTORAT E—continued. 


2. The regulations under sections 7 and 8 of the previous Pro- 
clamation of 1901, respecting the importation of ‘ wines,” by 
persons for their own use or for sale, into the inland regions for 
transit to Northern Nigeria are rescinded. 


A copy of a further Proclamation (No. 6 of 1904) has been 
Importation of received, which also came into force on 
Svensing Ist June, 1904, and provides for the prohibi- 
ate tion of the importation of cowries into the 
Prohibited. P sae eda 
Protectorate. The prohibition in question will, 
it is stated, not be held to render unlawful the continued use 
of cowries as currency in transactions between the inhabitants of 
Southern Nigeria and Lagos, or Northern Nigeria; also persons 
crossing the land boundaries between Southern Ni igeria and Lagos, 
or Northern Nigeria may bring with them such amount of 
‘“cowries ” as may be reasonably required for their use in trading. 





FRANCE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel ” for the 7th July contains the text 
of two Laws, both dated the 5th July, 1904, 
one of which exempts from duty, after previous 
denaturation, sugars used in the manufacture 
of beer; while the other exempts from duty 
crystallised sugar polarising less than 95 
degrees, and syrups produced in the “ tour- 
binage” of sugar, which, after denaturation in the establishment 
where they have been manufactured, are used in the feeding of 
cattle. 


Exemption from 
Duty of Sugar 
used in Brewing 
and in Cattle 
Feeding. 





SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th July contains a Royal Order 
notifying that the average rate of exchange 
(premium of exchange on Paris) during the 
first fortnight of the present month was 38°02 
per cent., and that the corresponding reduction 
Duties Payable OF the rate of Customs duty payable in gold 

mm Gere. during the second fortnight of the present 
month is to be 28 per cent. 


GREECE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
ieebbitation of CORT of a despatch from H.M. Minister at 
Sekshetitin, Dees Athens, reporting that, by a Law of the 28th 

: og April/l1lth May last, the importation into 
mibited. (reece, or the employment in that country of 
saccharin or other artificial sweetening substances possessing a 


Rate of Exchange 
for the Adjust- 
ment of Customs 
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higher sweetening power than cane sugar, without its nutritive 
qualities, is prohibited except for pharmaceutical purposes. 

A subsequent Decree specifies dulcine, sucrase and sucramine or 
sucre de Lyon, as being the sweetening substances other than 
saccharin, the importation of which is prohibited under the Law. 
It provides, however, that the prohibited substances may be 
imported by chemists or pharmacists exceptionally, on special 
permission of the Minister of Finance, but only through Custom 
Houses of the 1st or 2nd class and in quantities not exceeding 50 
dramia (3,000 grains) a year. ‘This applies equally in the case of 
saccharin, &c., desired to be introduced by Parcel Post. Importa- 
tions of saccharin, &c., as “ samples without value” are not per- 
mitted. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 

Cust application of the United States Customs Tariff, 

epee which have recently been issued by the Treasury 
woneiens. Department at Washington :— 

Average price—Additional duties—In cases where merchandise 
is entered at an average price and returned by the appraiser at 
different values, duty will be assessed upon the whole invoice at 
the rate to which the highest valued goods in such invoice are 
subject, unless it is the established trade custom in the foreign 
market of exportation to sell that class of merchandise at an 
average price. If, in such cases, additional duties are leviable 
under Section 7* of the Customs Administrative Act of 1890, as 
amended by the Tariff Act of 1897, these duties will be computed 
on the whole of each importation on the basis of the percentage of 
difference between the average unit prices stated in the entries and 
the unit price of the highest valued article as shown by the return 
of the appraiser. 

Market value—Droit de Ville—Octroi. Tax.—It has been decided, 
in regard to merchandise imported from France, that its ‘“ market 
value,” as defined in section 19 of the Customs Administrative 
‘Act of 1890, does not include the amount of certain internal- 
revenue imposts of that country, known as the octror tax and the 
droit de ville, which are not general in their application but vary 
with the locality, and which are not collected if the merchandise is 


exported. 





* This Section provides as follows :— 
+The collector. . . . . Shall cause the actual market value or 


“ wholesale price of such merchandise to be appraised ; and if the appraised 
“ value of any article of imported merchandise subject to an ad valorem duty 
“6. y.~=, shall exceed the value declared in the entry, there shall be levied, 
“‘ collected and paid, in addition to the duties imposed by law on such mer- 
“ chandise, an additional duty of one per cent. of the total appraised value 
“thereof for each one per cent. that such appraised value exceeds the value 


“declared in the entry, 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


Chilian wines, dc.—Huport Bounty.—Additional duties at the 
rate of 5 cents per litre are leviable on wines or rectified alcohols 
produced in Chile, in accordance with Section 5 of the Tariff. 

Imitation diamonds and rubies—Small pieces of glass or paste 
about one-eighth of an inch in diameter, having foil backs and 
pierced through from the surface to the back in two places opposite 
one another, are dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem as 
“beads” under paragraph 408 of the Tariff. [This cancels a 
decision reported in the “Board of Trade Journal” for the 
23rd June. | 

Assessment of duty on goods withdrawn from bond.—Under 
Section 33 of the Tariff, goods withdrawn from bond are dutiable 
on the basis of their weight at the time of entry, and not at the 
time of withdrawal. It is provided, however, by Section 20 of the 
Customs Administrative Act of 1890, as amended in 1902, that the 
vate of duty leviable on such goods is to be the same as that 
leviable on similar goods imported at the time of the withrawal. 

Gallon—The ‘ gallon” referred to in the Tariff is uniformly 
the American gallon of 231 cubic inches capacity. 

Figured cotton cloth—Additional Duty.—In the main part of 
paragraphs 306-7 of the Tariff there is prescribed a scale of duties 
for cotton cloth, varying in amount according as the cloth is 
bleached, dyed, coloured, stained, painted, or printed, and of 
specified conditions as regards weight and count of thread; and 
in a proviso to each of these paragraphs there is prescribed a 
different scale of duties, varying according to the same tests, 
except as to weight, but regulated by additional conditions as ‘to 
the value of the cloth. Paragraph 313 of the Tariff provides that 
such cloth shall, if subjected to certain figuring processes, pay a 
duty ‘“‘in addition to the duty herein provided for other cotton 
cloth of the same description, or condition, weight, and count of 
threads.” It has now been judicially decided that the expression, 
‘same description, or condition,” as thus used has no reference ‘to 
the condition as to value prescribed in the provisos to paragraphs 
3806-7, and that when cotton cloth is of such character as to 
become liable to the additional duty prescribed in paragraph 318, 
such duty should be additional only to that provided in the main 
part of paragraph 306 or 3807, and not to that prescribed in the 
provisos to those paragraphs. 

Drawn Work.—It has now been judicially decided that articles 
of flax drawn-work are dutiable under paragraph 346 of the Tariff. 
[This reverses a previous decision reported in the “Journal” for 
the llth June, 1903. ] : 

Cost;of warping.—The cost of the “ warping ” of silk yarns form- 
ing a constituent in a mixed cotton and silk tissue, should be added 
to the value of the silk only, and not apportioned between the silk 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


and the cotton. [This reverses a previous decision reported in the 
“ Journal ” for the 18th June, 1903. ] 

Sandalwood in logs, barked and sawn into lengths convenient 
for transportation, is free of duty as “logs” under paragraph 699 
of the Tariff. 

Cold-rolled steel.—Strips of steel which have been cleaned by acid 
and subsequently cold-rolled until the surface has become bright, 
are not subject to additional duty under paragraph 141 of the 
Tariff. [This reverses a previous decision reported in the “ Journal ” 
for the 3rd September, 1903. | 

Ribbons—Trimmings.—It has been judicially decided that silk 
ribbons which cannot be used as trimmings without being first cut, 
tied, or otherwise fashioned, are not dutiable as ‘trimmings,’ but 
as manufactures of silk, under paragraph 391 of the Tariff, at the 
rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem. [This reverses a decision reported 
in the “Journal ” for the 14th January, 1904. | 

Also the following :— 








Paragraph ot 
the Tariff Rate of 
under which Duty. 
dutiable. 


—— —s 








Ground cork, not an offal or by-product resulting | 
from the manufacture of some other article; 
dutiable as a manufacture of cork ... 448 25 % ad val. 

Water-colour paints contained in tin boxes, irre- 
spective of their value ; dutiable as artists’ paints 


er colours . 58 302% 
Water-colour paints contained in boxes other than 
tin— 
The invoice value being 25 marks, or 30 francs, 
or less, per gross boxes ; as toys... 418 SZ ln 
The invoice value exeeeding 25 marks or 30 francs 
per gross boxes ; as artists’ paints or colours ... 58 30% ss 


“ Cordalettes,” a species of flax waste (spinners’ | 
waste) ; as we fit only to be converted into 
paper * ove eve owe see one 632 Free. 

Wild pigeons, dead oes soe ove ove _ 494 “ 








+. 
— 





In virtue of recent Acts of the United States Congress, Salt Lake 
City (Utah) and Coal City (Grundy County, 


Sima _ Illinois) have been constituted ports of delivery, 
 Seniaiies and have had extended to them the privileges 
Transportation ” of ports open for the immediate trans- 
aie portation of dutiable merchandise. lmmediate 


transportation privileges have been extended 
also to Peoria (Illinois), a port of delivery in the Customs districts 
of Indiana and Illinois. 
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PANAMA. 


With reference to the notices which appeared at p. 594 of the 
Cestene Resins “ Journal” for the 30th June, and at p. 74 of 
Sint Seen the ‘ Journal” for the 14th inst., on the subject 

' of the Customs régime in the Panama Canal 

Zone, the Board of Trade have now received, through the Foreign 

Office, a copy of a circular of the Isthmian Canal Commission, 

containing the Order of the United States Secretary of War, in 

virtue of which the new régime has been introduced. The following 
is the substance of the principal provisions of this Order :— 

The territory of the Canal Zone of the Isthmus of Panama is 
declared opeu to the commerce of all friendly nations. For the 
purpose of Customs’ administration two “ collection districts” have 
been established, one at Ancon for the southern half of the Canal 
Zone, the other at Crystobal for the northern half. 

The Governor of the Canal Zone is authorised to prescribe rules 
and regulations for the Customs administration of the Zone ; such 
rules and regulations to have the force of law until annulled or 
modified by legislative act of the Isthmian Canal Commission or 
other competent authority. 

Imports into the Canal Zone from ports in the United States or 
the insular possessions thereof are to be free of duty; while 
imports from other countries are, until otherwise provided by 
competent authority, dutiable at the same rates as similar mer- 
chandise imported into the United States. 

All merchandise, whether free or dutiable, entering the Canal 
Zone by water, rail, or otherwise, for transportation across the 
Zone, must be erithned at the Custom House of the Collection 
District in which the point of entrance is situated. Violation’ of 
this requirement will subject the merchandise to seizure and 
forfeiture. 

The Governor of the Canal Zone is authorised to enter upon 
negotiations and make a tentative agreement with the Panama 
Government respecting reciprocal trade relations between the 
Republic of Panama and the Canal Zone; also a readjustment of 
Customs duties and tariff regulations so as to secure uniformity of 
rates and privilegés and avoid the disadvantages resulting from 
different schedules, duties, and administrative measures in limited 
territory subject to the same conditions and not separated by 
natural obstacles. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
bidiend Rattray Ng ese ema Aquat at — ne 
Rates to Pri- e tollowing particulars relating to the re- 
A duction of railway rates between European 
mour and Diiecin cinta ath “welts 
Weseti Revions. ussia and the Pri-Amour region :— _ 
‘The special conference for the affairs of the 
Amour-Ussuri route, which held its final meeting on 5th July at 
the office of International Communications, has decided to lower 
the tariffs on goods despatched from European Russia to the Pri- 
Amour and Ussuri Region vid Sretensk and the Amour, to the 
dimensions of the rates fixed for the export of goods to Manchuria 
to stations of the Chinese-Eastern (Manchurian) Railway. The 
motive for this reduction is the Imperial Decree of 8th May, 
repealing the import duties in the Ussuri and Pri-Amour Region, 
placing these territories so far as the competition of Russian and 
foreign industry is concerned, in similar conditions as Manchuria.” 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from the Acting 
. . . 4,  . British Consul at Chicago, forwarding an ex- 
Discrimination mM tract from the “Chicago Daily Tribune” 

Railway Bates. dealing with the discrimination in railway 
rates in the United States of America, and the methods used by 
different cities to obtain advantages from the railway companies 
over their rivals. 

The “Tribune” points out that Minneapolis, St. Louis, and 
Kansas City, three prominent competitors with Chicago in the 
grain trade, have organised special offices with a view to inducing 
railway companies to quote low rates. Minneapolis has a freight 
bureau in connection with its committee on transportation : this 
bureau is in charge of an old and experienced railway official, 
who was at one time general freight agent of the St. Paul and 
Duluth Railway. In St. Louis there is a traffic bureau, witha 
competent staff, supported jointly by the Merchants’ Exchange 
and the Business Men’s League. The Commercial Club of Kansas 
City employ a transportation manager, who receives a large salary. 

The money spent on these organisations is, in the opinion of the 
“Tribune,” well laid out; as it secures the services of men who 
possess an intimate knowledge of railway rates throughout the 
whole extent of the United States of America, and are qualified to 
secure favourable terms from traffic managers. In the interests of 
Chicago shippers, adds the “Tribune,” a similar organisation 
should be formed in that city. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


H.M. Consul at New Orleans reports that in order to accommodate 
a the large ships that now resort to that port, the 
ys mu 4° United States Government is opening up a 
New Orleans. = channel to the sea through the South-West 
Pass of the Mississippi River, which will give a minimum depth of 
35 feet at‘low water. This improvement will be a great boon to 
shipping. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,200.) 


PERU. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Demurrage Consul-General {at Callao, reporting that fre- 
Claims at Callao, dent claims for demurrage are arising at that 
‘port, which are resisted by the consignees of 
the cargo on the ground that the berth accommodation of the basin, 
and the rolling stock of the railway companies, are inadequate to 
the present requirements of the traffic, and that consequently it is 
impossible to discharge cargo as rapidly as could be done under 
more favourable conditions. H.M. Consul-General remarks that 
this contention is founded on fact, but the masters maintain that 
this state of things cannot affect their right to claim demurrage. 








MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


GERMANY—BADEN. 


H.M. Consul at Mannheim reports that the Coal Trust intend an 

extension for 1904, embracing coal and ship- 

Coal Trust. owners, and also the principal coal dealers, in 

the form of a limited liability company. It is 

proposed to pay a yearly premium to their customers at rates 

proportional to their consumption. That the price of coal will be 

thereby raised can hardly be doubted, and the public will derive no 

benefit. The scheme gives the large dealers a great advantage 
over the little ones. 





ROUMANIA. 


I'he British Vice-Consul at Braila reports that the imports of coal 
into that port last year from Austria-Hungary, 

Coal Trade. Servia, and Turkey, and of anthracite from 

Russia, were so small, that it was considered 
superfluous to place them in a comparative table. 

The British Vice-Consul at Constantza reports that most of the 
Turkish coal landed there is destined for Bucharest, which consumes 
some 15,000 tons annually. It comes from the mines of Heraclea 
and is shipped at the port of Zunguldak. 

Up to the year 1900 gas coal for Bucharest was imported from 
the north of England vid the Danube; since then this coal has 
been ousted by the Turkish product. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,204.) 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 
mes issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
Car SERENE quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 


eo ednrenad woven goods produced in each province in 
ye val British India, and in the Native States, during 
tai April of each of the years 1902, 1903 and 

1904. 


The following is a summarised statement extracted from the 
above return :— 











Month of April. 
1902, 1903. 1904. 

BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE. 
STATES. (@) | 

Cotton yarn spun ... ace Lbs.| 49,261,973 | 48,438,882 | 42,384,686 
Cotton woven goods produced :— | 

, | 8,864,400 8,827,675 10,008,279 

Grey goods www es { =Yards| 36,419,665 | 37,014,146 | 43,470,049 

White and coloured goods Lbs.| 1,403,942 1,571,791 1,890,818 

Hosiery 1“. mn | 16,225 21,523 23,783 











(a) Berar was amalgamated with the Central Provinces on Ist October, 1903. 


JAPAN. 


A despatch has been received = the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
; Minister at Tokyo, on the subject of the suppl 
oe a of clothing for the Japanese Army and N ar. J 
ee re H.M. Minister states that, according to infor- 
mation supplied by the Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs, this 
clothing is for the most part manufactured in Government factories ; 
that tenders for the supply of such clothing are rarely invited by 
advertisement in the ‘‘ Official Gazette,” or other papers, and that, in 
the few instances in which tenders are asked for, the time limit fixed 
for the presentation of such tenders is too short to admit of replies 


being received from Europe. 








AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the 
a week ended the 16th July, were as follow :— 
Wheat... oe pos -. 268. 10d. 
Barley... elite > ek) 
Oats de a we 178, 6a. 


For further particulars see p. 135. 
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Agriculture. 





UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


A statement is published on p. 136, showing the quantities of 
the various descriptions of agricultural produce 


nae 1 — imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. eek ended the 16th July, 1904, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 


GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul at Mannheim reports that German maltsters had 
another bad year. Austria-Hungary dumped 

Malt Trade. its large accumulated stocks of malt as far as 
possible upon the German market, where prices 

being already very low, sales of course were forced at ruinous 
sacrifices. Over-production in Austria-Hungary, however, is even 
more excessive than in Germany, and, with the reduced con- 
sumption of beer, German maltsters had to sell at whatever prices 
they could get, and frequently sold at a loss simply to retaia 


customers and keep business going. (foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 3,196.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following particulars are taken from a report on the “ Nation’s 
Farm Surplus,” recently issued by the United 








a. States Bureau of Statistics :— 
sees The value of the farm products exported 


from the United States of America was 
878,479,451 dols. in the fiscal year ended June, 1903. During the 
preceding five years the annual average value was 861,037,815 dols..,. 
and during the next preceding five years it was 616, 074, 947 dols. 
During the last 11 years the highest value reached was 951, 628,331 
dols. in 1900-01, due chiefly to cotton. 

In 1902-03 the value of the cotton exported was 317,065,271 dols., 
or 36°1 per cent., and of grain and grain products 221,495,086 dols., 
or 25°2 per cent.,so that these two classes of farm products 
together constituted 61:3 per cent. of the exports. 

Third in the order of importance is the class of meat and meat 
products with an export value of 178,456,536 dols., and to this 
class may be added live animals, 34,781,193 dols.; these two 
classes together constituted 24°3 per cent. of the value of exports 
of farm products. 

Hence it appears that the surplus cotton of the United States 
of America, the grain and grain products, the meat and meat 
products, and the live animals equalled 85°6 per cent. of the 
exports of farm products in 1902-03. 

If to this be added tobacco, 35,250,893 dols.; oilcake and 
oilcake meal, 19,839,279 dols. ; fruit and nuts, 18,057,677 dols. ; 
and vegetable oils, 16,234,302 dols., there is no class of exported 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA~continued. 
farm products left with value as high as 10,000,000 dols. in the 
period under review. Hight classes of products, each with an 
export value of more than 10,000,000 dols., comprise 95°8 per 
cent. of the farm exports of 1902-03. 

The United Kingdom takes about one-half of the exports of the 
farm products of the United States of America, and Germany 
about one-sixth, while France, and the N etherlands, Belgium, 
Canada and Italy take from 3 to 5 per cent. each. 

The principal. competing countries are: in meats and meat 
products Australia, Argentina and Canada, and Denmark in 
bacon; in live animals, Argentina and Canada; in grain and 
grain products, Argentina, Russia, Canada, and Roumania, and at 
times British India and Australasia; and in tobacco, the Dutch 
Kast Indies. 


The Acting British Consul at Chicago, in his report for 1903, 
states that the manufacture of oleomargarine 

Oleomargarine. fell off 43 per cent., 24,830,724 lbs. being 

made, but the export showed a continued 
increase. 

On Ist July, 1902, a tax of 5d. per lb. on coloured oleo- 
margarine, and ad. on uncoloured, wails into effect, and while the 
first article was practically prohibited, the uncoloured was not 
popular. 

Some manufacturers gave away colouring matter with each 
purchase so that the buyers could colour to suit their taste. 

Palm oil has been used, and a test case is at present before the 
courts as to the legality of its use. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,202.) 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
A report published in the “Labour Gazette”’* of 16th July, 
based on 4,680 returns, viz.: 3,219 from Em- 


Oh 4, 5 Ad ae ployers, or their Associations, 1,370 from Trade 
June. 1904 Unions, and 91. from other sources, states that, 
+ . 


generally speaking, employment in June showed 
little change as compared with May. In the cotton trade less 
short time has been worked. As compared with a year ago 
employment still shows a decline. 

In the 271 Trade Unions, with an aggregate membership of 
573,373, making returns, 34,066 (or 5:9 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of June, as compared with 6°3 per 
cent. in May, and 4:5 per cent. in June, 1903. The mean. percen- 
tage of unemployed returned at the end of June during the ten 
years 1894-1903 was 3°8. 


* For list of principal contents of “ Labour Gazette,” see p. 139. 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 14th July, 1904, 
Cotton Statistics. was 20,260, and the number imported during 
the 28 weeks ended the 14th July was 
1,665,337. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 
ended the 14th July, 1904, 3,076 bales, and for the 28 weeks, 
238,733. 
For turther details see p. 135. 


The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England and 
Bankruptcy Wales during the month of June last was 


Statistics. eos as compared with 833. during June, 


For detailed particulars see pp. 137-8. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
The “ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” of 31st May publishes 
the text of a Proclamation by the Governor- 
General to the effect that the Patents Act of 
1903 was to come into force on the Ist 





Enforcement of 
Patents Act, 


alten June, 1904. By a further Proclamation, the 
Daeiietions to administration of the State Patent Acts of each 
"aon e of the Australian States was to be transferred 


to the Commonwealth on the same date. 

The same issue of the “Gazette” also contains the text of 
provisional regulations under the above-mentioned Act which were 
to come into operation immediately on the commencement of the 
Act. 

The ‘‘ Gazette” containing the regulations, including specimen 
forms of application, may be seen by persons interested on 
application at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


With reterence to the notice on p. 71 of last week’s issue of the 

“Board of Trade Journal” respecting the 

Income Tax. ‘“ Additional Taxation Act, 1904,” of Cape 

Colony, it may be noted that the imposition 

of an “income tax” is provided for by section 50 of the Act, 
which is as follows :— 

“From and after lst July, 1904, subject to the provisions of this 
Act. and the regulations hereunder, there shall be charged, levied, 
collected and paid to the revenue of the Colony for the service of 
the financial year ended 30th June, 1905, an income tax in respect 
of the annual amount of all taxable incomes arising or accruing 
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during the 12 months ended 30th June, 1904, exceeding 1,000/. per 
annum at the rate of 6d. in the pound upon all incomes exceeding 
1,000/. and not exceeding 2,000/., and in addition thereto, 9d. in 
the pound on so much as exceeds 2,000/. up to 5,000/., and in 
addition thereto, 1s. in the pound on so much of all incomes as 
exceed 5,0001.” 

The provisions of the Act, specifying, inter alia, the exemptions 
from income tax and the regulations relating thereto, are given in 
considerable detail. They may be seen by persons interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





BRAZIL. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Trade. First Minister in Brazil, transmitting statistics of 
1904 Brazilian exports during the first quarter of 
Gnarter, 1904. 1904, as compared with those of the corre- 
sponding period of 1903, from which the following table, showing 
the quantity and value of the principal articles exported, has been 

compiled :— 





























Quantity. Value, 
ra 
| 1st Quarter, | 1st Quarter, | Ist Quarter, | Ist Quarter, 
| 1903. 1y0s. "|| 1908. | 1904. 
£ £ 
Cotton ut ... kilos. | 13,055,188 7,561,731 | 552,745 503,604 
Rubber = — 11,079,075 | 12,094,400 3,419,952 4,090,337 
Cocoa : 5,197,144 | 4,145,457 252,245 195,960 
Coffee bes 2,950,112 1,697,318 4,379,722 3,477,327 
Hides and skins ... kilos.| 6,381,088 | 10,487,639 | 392,329 623,050 
Tobacco... iby nts 6,763,268 3,804,472 295,882 137,060 
Maté » | 10,193,825 | 7,922,334 189,733 167,785 
Other articles —- os 454,367 413,369 
Total value ~- ae 9,936,975 9,608,492 
Bullion and specie — — 194,614 121,889 | 
Grand total... £ —- oo 10,131,589 9,730,381 




















It is worthy of note, remarks H.M. Minister, that the principal 
decrease is shown in the exportation of the staple products of the 
country, namely, coffee, tobacco, sugar, cotton and yerba maté 


amounting together to 1,200,343/. 


The only considerable increase 


is in the value of the export of rubber, as the increase in quantity 
The increase during the first quarter of 1904 
over the corresponding period of 1903 amounted to 670,395/. 
The export of hides also showed an increase of 194,997/. in 1904. 


is relatively small. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Wee 
and 28 Weeks ended 14th July, 1904. | 



































Week ended a = Week ended a og 
-_— 14th July, 14th July, 
1904 14th July, 1904 14th July, 
’ 1904. : 1904, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) | (Bales.) 
No. No, No. No. 
American  ... ove one 6,313 1,163,329 680 143,499 
Brazilian cee coe eee 38 75,720 25 3,577 
eee eee 7,291 150,056 892 35,795 
Egyptian... ee eee 5,305 242,665 1.424 51,427 
Miscellaneous ag Ta 1,313* 33,567 55 4,435 
Total ... ss eee} ~—:20,260 = |:1,665,387 || 3,076 | 288,733 




















* Including 22 bales British West African, and 277 bales British West Indian. 
t Including 30 bales British West Indian. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, lmperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 16th July, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 





Wheat, Barley. Oats. 








a  & eo & a ae 
y 6 


Week ended 16th July, 1904 __... ooo 26 10 18 17 

Corresponding week in— 
iets) os 8 : oes. om au 18 10 18 11 
aa Re en ae 2 0 20 10 
_. SS Se eee 21 10 18 0 
BOP en me ltl oe ee ee Oe ae 19 3 
ihm he mn. we ws “aba #1 se 19 11 
_. ea Ga ee a 23. «8 22 10 
Bade ms atin oo | el ao! ae as 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in‘any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of A 


gricultural 


Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
16th July, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 


corresponding week of the previous year. 











Week ended | Correspond- 
7 16th July, ing week 
1904, in 1903. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... = «». Number. 8,935 12,269 
Sheep and lambs... se tse aw i _ 6,906 5,775 
Swine cece eee eee ecco eee 9 — aoa 
eta es Pe 9 1,251 777 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... eee eee ece ece eee Cwts. 54,605 72,886 
Mutton... eco one see ove ~ 89,237 88,683 
Pork eee eee eee eee eee 99 3,449 6,293 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
on eee ece ese ose - Cwts. 106,950 112,020 
Beef eee eee eee eee ee 93 3,896 1,596 
Hams cot eee OCU 7 - 27,671 25,439 
Pork sis wh te aed ool . 5,099 6,260 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... a 9,598 10,256 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting - 14,363 12,112 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter eee bee eee eee eee Cwts. 88,294 76,261 
EEE 8 Se ee s 16,325 14,390 
SEED 2y<) ete 52! eb, ind) + lene!) odd “ 61,692 95,111 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... ae " 6 2 
» cream ooo ove ove one - 215 196 
——— RR EE 2 18,960 21,789 
» preserved, other kinds ... int pa 46 493 
Eggs eee eee eee eee eee eee Grt. Hundr, 427,073 375,918 
Poultry and game ... ..  .. «|  #Walue £ 3,693 4.050 
Game ... ai - = =e os ” 476 : 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ie 2 Owts, 1,420 5,143 
Lard ... eee ove wee ove sos 9 42,291 41,642 
Corn in, meal and flour :— 
ee chad te eae Cwts. 1,761,900 | 2,046,227 
Wheat meal and flour ... .. = « - 171,600 312,035 
Barley eee eee eee eee ee ” 580,200 490,032 
Oats te. ee a 176,000 774,044 
Peas eee see see eee ee b A] 45,280 6,597 
Beans eee eee eee eco eee oP) 8,680 59,976 
Maize orIndian corn ... .. —«. ‘s 736,700 1,450,064 
Fruit, raw :— 
ne . to - oe | om om - Cwts. 19,808 19,977 
Apricots and peaches... mv sei - 3,521 1,595 
a a ee one Bunches, 43,230 79,155 
ee ee ee Cwts, 17,502 11,581 
Currants ... seo eco eee ses = 27,087 16,112 
Gooseberries ~ ese ove ove a 2,540 8,625 
Grapes eee ese eee see ee- 99 571 784 
a ae ee one ~ 25,085 22,761 
Oranges... ooo eee eee oes a 30,206 10,615 
Pears ose abe obo eee oe =. 7,666 864 
Plums eee eee eee eee eer 9 30,286 6,623 
Strawberries eee ece eee ee ? 1,172 837 
Unenumerated ... eoe nee " - 37,566 26,626 
iv: tom ee |i ee Tons, 2,952 2,288 
Straw ... eee ace one one _ - 993 735 
Hops eee eee eee eee see vee Cwts. 1,136 651 
Locust beans... eee eee eee eo y) 9,676 fake 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions oal one id ose a Bushels. 53,791 117,520 
A SIN se ear Owts, 167,215 239,606 
Tomatoes ... eee ove eee ned - 64,707 54,190 
Unenumerated ... see nen ow Value £ 6,273 5,338 
Vegetables, dried ... eve eve eee Cwts, 2,351 1,224 
Preserved by canning ... _— ces - 3,118 2,247 
















































July 21, 1904,] -THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 137 





Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 








Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the under-mentioned 


Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and 





























Occupations. 
Jee | ee 
1904, | 1903, | 1904. | 1903, 

No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted... ose ioe ese -| 367 333 2,284 | 2,095 

Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 

tions :— 

Builders... on ‘ne mn a 29 170 169 
Grocers, &c.... sae ont one ene wl. 22 152 140 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. el ee 27 128 138 
Farmers... ee coe eve eee ool ‘2 7 82 73 
Bakers ee ae a ee 12 77 72 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. ae? d 68 49 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c, .:. ss» ave s 8 60 46 
See a a ee es ee Cee 8 59 50 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers .../ 11 8 52 62 
Tailors, &c. ... jo on 6 6 42 42 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c, 4 12 38 55 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&C, ... — sss 6 7 34 33 
Clerks, commercial and general... 3 5 32 23 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... 6 5 31 32 

Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silver- 
smiths, &c. 3 6 30 21 

Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 
dealers ... oak 4 1 29 17 
Furniture dealers and makers ... = ase 1 3 27 21 
Printers, booksellers, and publishers ... 4 7 27 22 
Generaldealers_... cee eee ove 4 2 25 11 
Engineers and founders,&c._... eee 6 2 24 9 
i en ee 4 6 22 29 
Solicitors 2 5 22 26 
Agents, commission and general 2 3 21 23 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and hauliers 4 6 21 30 
Confectioners —_— 1 20 29 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 7 2 20 21 
Gardeners, florists, &c. ... ove ove ee. 1 1 19 13 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, ove TT) os 19 8 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 





























June wey 
1904. | 1903. | 1904. | 1903. 
] 
No. No. No. No. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 

tions—continued : 
Travellers, commercial ... — one 2 2 18 15 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers .. 4 1 18 12 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers o 3 4 17 10 
Merchants, general ose eos eve oe 4 — 17 14 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, ~~ wa. 4 1 17 10 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. ... ss. ove 5 3 16 22 
Provision merchants, &C. ... see ave 3 4 16 17 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers = 4 2 16 14 
Saddlers andharness makers .. «+ 4 3 16 11 
Carriage, &c., builders .... s+ eo — ow 3 1 15 12 
Directors and promoters of public companies .. 5 — 15 9 
Contractors ieee aad bane pai 1 2 14 18 
Millers EE oy ee ee 2 3 14 8 
Cattle and pigdealers ... ase aus 2 —_ 13 4 
Carpenters and joiners se 2 4 12 25 
Ironmongers oe ae wee 1 5 12 12 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. a) see aa 2 4 12 10 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c. .. « 5 1 12 6 
Architects and surveyors ... ss se  o| = _ 12 3 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors oo ts 3 3 11 17 
Hairdressers... “ow (fl —<—- -_i a 1 11 12 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 2 3 11 11 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers... 3 3 11 11 
Officersin Army ... ove _ jie,” 0 1 _ 11 10 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ee 2 5 11 10 
Timber merchants and wood dealers... ove 1 1 11 7 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, ... 1 1 11 3 
Lodging-house keepers . ene 1 2 10 15 
Wheelwrights eee occ one oa eee 1 1 10 10 
Hosiers, glovers, &c., ove ove eee ove 1 1 10 6 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... ove one 1 1 9 d 
Brokers, stock and share ... = _ | — 2 8 8 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ove 1 1 8 6 
Stationers ... eee eee os eee oe 1 3 5 10 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants ne 2 1 5 4 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... oe _— _ 3 1 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers = «.. _— _ 2 2 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
. ig Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 

ublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. ld. for the first, and 5s. 
for the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second volume 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appear in the number issued on the 16th 
July:—State of the Labour Market in June; Strikes and 
Lock-outs and Conciliation and Arbitration Boards in 1908; Rock 
Drills and Lung Disease ;* Mines and Quarries in 1903; Prices of 
Bread, Wheat and Flour; Co-operative Wholesale Societies ; 
Prices of Coal and Iron; Legal Cases affecting Labour; Home 


Office Order; Meal Hours in Iron and Steel Foundries, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 3.211. Trade of Chinde for 1903. 
The bulk of the imports and the hands of the Deutsche Ost- 


exports are in transit to and Afrika Linie. 
from British territories. Tables of landing charges, 
Particulars of shipping: the harbour dues, and coast port 


ocean transport is mainly in charges. 
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Government Publications. 





Remarks on sugar industry 
and statistics of production. 

General trade and business 
of the town is in a very de- 
pressed condition. 


Table showing Customs 
duties on chief articles of im- 
port. 

Statistics of trade and ship- 


ping. 


No. 3,212. Trade of Japan for 1903. 


There has been no revival of 
industrial enterprise ; but the 
year shows a large increase in 
foreign trade, both exports and 
imports reaching levels never 
previously recorded. 

Table showing the distribu- 
tion of trade among the coun- 
tries chiefly interested; the 
British Empire heads the list 
both as regards imports and 
total trade, with 39 per cent. of 
the former and 31 per cent. of 
the latter. 

Import of cotton yarn less 
than half that of 1902: with 
the output of the native mills 
annually increasing, there is no 
reason to expect any substantial 
revival in this trade. 

Particulars of metals and 
metal manufactures: large in- 


crease in import of rails from 
Germany. 

Details of principal exports: 
silk, cotton yarns, tea, coal, 
&e. 

Railway expansion retarded 
by want of funds: foreign 
capital will not be readily 
forthcoming until the law is 
amended so as to give proper 
security to debenture-holders. 

Comparative statistics of 
commerce in 1893 and 1903; 
imports and exports have a 
great deal more than doubled 
in the decade, and shipping has 
increased fourfold. Trade, both 
as regards exports and imports, 
with Asia and America has 
expanded much more than 
trade with Europe. 


No. 3,213. Trade of Sicily for 1903. 


Particulars of Sicilian fish- 
eries—coral, sponge and tunny. 

Coal trade: 441,111 tons 
imported as against 430,788 
in 1902, 268,100 tons being 
carried in British bottoms. 

Manufacture of oil from the 
refuse of the olive. 

Details of the imports and 
exports at each port, with com- 
parative tables. 

Sulphur production, 536,044 
tons: particulars of the sulphur 
mining industry and trade. 


Sumach trade: samples of 
sumach and extract of sumach 
(a new industry) sent to Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, and are 
available there for examination 
at the office of the Branch, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Efforts at municipal trading: 
municipal bakery at Palermo 
produced profit of 1,640/. in 
six months. 


This publication also contains reports from Messina, Catania, 


Syracuse, Marsala, Impani, and Licata. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,214. Trade of Hawaii for 1902-03. 


The exports of raw sugar 


during the year ended 30th 
June, 1903, amounted to 
387,412 tons, valued _ at 


5,220,1871., all of which went 
to the United States of 
America. 

Table of imports from the 
United Kingdom showing a 
total value of 104,6471.; half 
of which is accounted for by 
chemicals. 

Trade has fallen off consider- 


ably owing to the high pro- 
tective tariff. 

The cultivation of sisal 
has received an impetus owing 
to the satisfactory prices now 
obtained for the product in 
San Francisco. 

The construction of a break- 
water at Hilo has been re- 
commended by the Federal 
Government, the cost is esti- 
mated at 206,250l. 

Statistics of imports, exports, 
and navigation. 


No. 3,215. Trade and Industries of Sweden for 1903 (Supplementary). 


Trade returns show a total 
value of 54,241,160/., as com- 
pared with 49,865,000/. in 
1902. 

The increased importation of 
raw materials, and increased 
exportation of national pro- 
ducts may be taken as a proof 
of progress in Swedish in- 
dustries. 


Statistics of factories based 
on a report recently published 
by the Swedish Commercial 
Department. 

Remarks on the sugar in- 
dustry : the production of beet 
sugar has risen from 1,500 
metric tons in 1883 to 127,000 
metric tons in 1902. 


No. 3,216. Trade of Dunkirk for 1903. 


Trade satisfactory but for 
large decrease in sugar exports 
—only 33,564 tons compared 
with average of 151,892 tons 
during previous five years. 

Uselessness of catalogues 
printed in English. 


No. 3,217. Imports 


Table of imports in 1902 
taken and translated: from 
official returns: first time re- 
turns are complete for entire 
year. 


Rate of cheque exchange on 
London 1 c. higher than. the 
Paris rate. 

Proposed extension of docks 
at estimated cost of 1,040,000. 

Returns of imports, exports, 
and shipping. 


into Brazil during 1902. 


High import duties curtail 
demand for British provisions. 

Special table, showing. chief 
items of import arranged 
alphabetically. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,218. Trade of Hakodate for 1903. 


Increase in imports of 
125,659/7. and in exports of 
63,4701. as compared with aver- 
age of past five years. 

Advance in imports from 
United Kingdom of 40,000/.—- 
all railway material. 

Furs, the only article of 
export to United Kingdom, 
show increased value of 11,6441. 


Hokkaido Railway open for 
traffic to Neppu ; expected com- 
pletion this year. 

Dimensions of graving dock 
completed and opened in July, 
1903. 

Returns of imports, exports 
and shipping. 


No. 3,219. Trade of Shimonoseki for 1903. 


Including Moji, imports 
showed an increase of 217,702. 
(mainly flour and raw cotton), 
and exports of 194,574/. (mainly 
coal and cotton yarns). 

_  804,9662. worth of raw cot- 
ton imported from India. 

Particulars of coal ship- 
ments from Island of Kiushiu— 
5,895,392 tons as against 
5,271,144 tons in 1902. 

Distribution of trade by 
countries. 


Wakamatsu made an open 
port on 10th April last for 
export of coal and iron and 
steel materials, and for impor- 
tation of iron.ore. 

Particulars of Government 
steel foundry at Wakamatsu— 
revised contract with Chinese 
Government. 

New branch lines of railway 
sanctioned. 

Returns of imports, exports 
and shipping. 


No. 3,220. Trade of Corea for 1903. 


Last year a record year both 
for imports and exports, which 
were valued at 1,859,876/. and 
967,505. (excluding gold) 
respectively. 

Imports of cotton manufac- 
tures, 590,199/.—British share, 
one half. 

About 60 per cent. of railway 
material imported was of 
British origin, probably over 
100,000/. worth. 

S.S. communication between 
Chinese, Japanese and Corean 
ports required. 

British cigarette factory at 


For a list of the reports issued by the Foreign 


Chemulpo; daily 
375,000 cigarettes. 

Openings for British goods— 
candles, paints and oils, caustic 
soda, condensed milk, Canadian 
lumber. 

Reform of the currency sys- 
tem badly needed. 

Rapid progress toward com- 
pletion of Seoul-Fusan Railway. 

Approaches to Chemulpo 
harbour now lighted: Wonsan 
also to be lighted by three 
lighthouses. 

Returns of imports, exports 
and shipping. 


output 


Office since the 


beginning of the year, see pp. 93-5 of last week’s issue of the 


‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports from the following British Colonies have been issued 
since the last number of the “ Journal,” viz.:— 


No. 417. British Honduras. 
No. 418. Bermuda. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Trade with Persut. Report on the Condition and Prospects of 
British Trade. [Cd. 2,146.) Price 1s. 3d. 


This is the report of Mr. H. W. Maclean, the Special Commis- 
sioner appointed by the Board of Trade to enquire into the present 
condition and prospects of British trade and enterprise in Persia. 
Mr. Maclean divides his report into six sections, viz. :—(1) General 
Report; (2) Statistics of imports and exports by countries; (3) 
Information as to quantities, prices, areas of distribution, &c., of 
the principal articles of commerce; (4) Particulars as to trade 
methods, coinage, exchange, weights and measures, transport and 
packing, and a table showing average cost of transport between 
the principal foreign markets and the principal commercial centres 
in Persia; (5) Notes on the chief commercial centres and on the 
principal ‘trade routes in Persia; and (6) List of samples with 
descriptions and prices. 

It should be noted that the samples forwarded by Mr. Maclean 
can be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any: day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and I p.m.). 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since Ist January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 




















Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
413 British Guiana ... the obs née bee iid e' 83d. 
—_— Cyprus ays a nes $6 ode bon vee seh 3d. 
— Bahamas... = — ea vm _ ame oce | 18. 2a. 
414 Jamaica... 1. oe i: fehl a ane aa 53d. 
415 Falkland Islands ... ‘ite fai we sds si ses lid, 
416 Leeward Islands ... ous ite nab — _ ei 8d. 
417 British Honduras ... nad nai aan san ai ae 2hd. 
418 Bermuda ... oe ae ok eee oo oak 2d. 
Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. | Price. 





26 Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral and Vegetable 
Products ... coe eoe ove coe oes eee see 2d. 
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The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board - 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters in the 
interests of British trade, so far as it can be met by Government action, 
It is intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form convenient 
for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as the 
interests of British Trade permit, to afford information in reply to enquiries 
by traders on commercial matters. : 

The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on applica- 
tion being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information 
with regard to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; 
Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations;' 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con- 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor. Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial- utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,’ containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

CoMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 


May, 1904. | | 
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